Cornelius,  b^  tbc  Grace  of  (3o^  anb  favour  of 
tbe  apostolic  See,  Hrcbbtsbop  of  Ibalifar : 

Co  tl)c  CUrgi),  l^eliflious  (Drbers,  onb  foiti)  of  !l)c  pioffsc: 

gealtl)  anb  penebictjon  iu  tt)e  forb. 

Dearly  Beloved  : 

Anioii'j:  the  various  duties  of  the  Bishops  of  the 
Catholic  C'hurch,  there  is,  as  you  are  aware,  the  one 
of  visiting,  at  certain  times,  the  Vicar  of  Christ,  and 
of  giving  an  account  to  him  of  the  state  of  the  Dio- 
cese, especially  in  its  spiritual  and  religious  aspect. 
The  great  Apostle  St.  Paul,  in  his  Epistle  to  the 
Galatians,  is  careful  to  tell  us  that  he  had  gone  to  see 
Peter,  saying :  "  Then,  three  years  after  I  came  to 
Jerusalem  to  see  Peter,  and  stayed  with  him  fifteen 
days."  (I.  18).  In  like  manner  the  Bishops  of  the 
Church  from  every  land  have  been  going  for  the  past 
eighteen  hundred  years  to  Rome  "  to  see  Peter,"  who 
lives  in  his  successor,  the  Pope.  Communion  with 
him  has  ever  been,  as  it  now  is  the  one  supreme  test 
of  Orthodoxy.  This  fact  is  being  gradually  realized 
in  our  day  by  many,  who  as  yet,  are  without  the 
fold.  It  is  felt  there  must  be  a  centre  of  authority 
in  a  system  of  Religion  revealed  for  the  benefit  of 
mankind.  Either  there  must  be  authority,  or  Reve- 
lation must  be  made  directly  to  each  individual,  an 
absurdity  in  which  no  Christian  believes.  What 
wan  ant  has  a  man  for  the  supernatural  truths  of 
Christianity  ?  God  has  not  revealed  them  directly  to 
him  ;  neither  has  his  intelligence  demonstrated  them. 
He  holds  them  on  an  authority,  which  is  not  merely 


that  of  his  Father  or  Mother,  nor  merely  that  of 
Books,  whose  authenticity  and  inspiration  have  to  be 
proved.  Behind  these,  and  prior  to  them,  tliere  must 
be  a  living,  visible,  speaking  organ  divinely  instituted 
and  guaranteed  against  error  or  failure,  which  can 
infallibly  testify  to  ihe  authority  of  the  Books,  decide 
their  true  meaninoj,  and  ratify,  or  correct  the  teaching 
of  the  parents.  If  Christianity  is  to  be  taken  as  an 
historical  fact,  if  parents  are  to  be  justified  in  teach- 
ing its  truths  to  their  children,  such  an  authority  must 
exist. 

Now,  as  a  fact  in  history,  the  existence  of  the 
Christian  Keligion  for  eighteen  hundred  years,  or 
more,  is  well  known.  It  is,  also,  known  that  it  never 
did,  and  does  not  now  consist,  in  a  succession  of 
identical  revelations  to  each  succeeding  generation ; 
but  in  a  continuous  teaching  of  the  same  truths 
through  the  ages.  With  the  growth  and  develop- 
ment of  human  intelligence  these  truths  have  been 
more  fully  expounded ;  the  underlying  principles 
more  clearly  elucidated  ;  and  their  inner  beauties 
revealed  in  keeping  with  the  needs  and  longings,  and 
aspirations  of  the  human  heart  in  its  ever-changing 
environment.  God's  word,  as  made  known  by  our 
Saviour,  was  a  "grain  of  mustard  seed, '  from  which, 
according  to  his  promise,  there  was  to  spring  up  a 
great  and  shapely  tree,  rooted  and  grounded  in  eternal 
truth,  lifting  heavenward  its  fruitful  branches,  and 
afiording  a  safe  refuge  in  its  bosom  to  the  passion- 
tossed  souls  of  men.  We  have  here  a  most  expres- 
sive image  of  the  development  and  growth  of  the 
church,  not  only  in  numbers,  but,  also,  in  organization, 
and  in  an  unfoldim^  of  the  various  doctrines  that  go 
to  make  up  the  deposit  of  Revelation.  It  can  be 
readily  understood,  however,  that  such  a  process  of 
development  and  expansion  necessarily  requires  a 
supreiue  tribunal,  whose  decisions,  on  points  of  doc- 
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trine,  must  be  always  in  conformity  with  revelation, 
and  from  which  there  can  be  no  appeal. 

What  reason  thus  shows  to  be  necessary, — what 
Christ  promised  in  His  charter  to  His  church, -his- 
tory proves  to  have  been  recognized  in  all  ages  of 
Christianity.  The  facts  are  thei'e  whether  men  like 
them  or  not ;  that  a  supreme  central  authority  is 
necessary  in  a  body  that  is  to  teach  God's  unchanging 
word  and  message  to  mankind, — that  Christ  our  Lord 
instituted  this  authority  in  the  person  of  Peter  and 
his  successors,— and  that  all  Christians  from  the 
beginning  acknowledged  the  Popes,  or  Bishops  of 
Rome,  as  the  lawful  heirs  of  Peter,  his  successors  in 
the  headship  of  the  Church,  and  the  inheritors  of  his 
privileges  and  prerogatives.  In  imitation  of  St.  Paul, 
the  Bishops  in  the  early  centuries  of  Christianity 
went  "to  see  Peter,"  in  his  successor,  and  re- 
mained with  him  some  days,  to  give  an  account  of 
their  work;  to  receive  words  of  encouragement  and 
instruction ;  and  to  learn,  at  the  fountain  source,  the 
truth  on  all  doctrinal  questions.  Disputes  were 
referred  to  him  for  settlement ;  and  to  him  were 
appeals  made,  not  only  from  the  decision  of  a  single 
Bishop,  but,  at  times,  from  the  sentence  of  a  power- 
ful national  Synod.  We  shall  cite  only  a  few  of  the 
many  examples  that  abound  in  the  history  of  the 
Church. 

In  the  year  90,  whilst  yet  St.  John,  the  loved 
Apostle  was  alive,  a  serious  dispute  at  Corinth  was 
referred  to  Pope  Clement.  In  a  letter  in  which  he 
exhorts,  reproves,  and  instructs  with  an  authority 
assured  and  recognized,  he  points  out  the  duties  of 
all,  and  sends  delegates  to  see  that  his  decisions  are 
carried  out.  We  learn  from  historians  of  the  time 
that  peace  was  restored.  Teachers  of  heresy  were 
condemned  and  excommunicated  by  the  Popes,  and 
this  entailed  separation  from  the  Universal  Church. 


In  140  Pope  Hy^rinus  excommnnicated  Cerdon,  a 
Syrian  ;  Pope  St.  Victor  excommnnicate(l  Theodatus 
of  Byzantium  in  196,  and  all  En  stern  Bishops  fol- 
lowed his  example.  But  it  is  needless  to  name  the 
many  who  were,  from  time  to  time,  cut  off  from  the 
communion  of  the  Church  by  the  sentence  of  some 
Pope.  About  the  year  340  the  Arian  heresy  was 
prevalent  in  the  East.  Several  Prelates  had  been 
driven  from  their  Sees  by  the  heretical  Bishops  who 
had  gained  over  to  their  side  the  civil  power  They 
even  sent  deputies  to  Rome,  hoping  to  induce  Pope 
Julius  to  ratify  their  actions.  But  he  having  exam- 
ined the  cause  of  the  exiled  Bishops,  acted  in  a  nnmner 
that  proves  his  recognized  power.  The  Historian 
Sozomen  (Eccl.  Hist.,  Book  III,  Chap.  8)  says: — 
"  The  Roman  Bishop$,  on  learning  the  accusation 
against  each,  and  finding  that  they  all  held  the  same 
opinions  as  himself  with  reference  to  the  doctrine  of 
the  Council  of  Nice,  admitted  them  to  Communion; 
and  as  by  the  dignity  of  his  See,  the  care  of  all 
devolved  on  him,  he  restored  to  each  hisownchiircli  " 
Moreover,  he  adds  :  "  He  wrote  to  the  Bishops  of  the 
East,  and  rebuked  them  for  having  judged  these  Pre- 
lates unjustly.  *  *  *  He  summoned  a  few  among 
them  to  appear  before  him  on  a  day  named,  that  they 
might  account  to  him  for  the  sentence  they  had 
passed."  A  similar  account  of  this  event  is  given 
by  another  Greek  Historian  of  the  period.  Socrates 
(Eccl.  Hist.,  Book  II,  Chap.  5).  But,  2)erhaps  the 
most  striking  example  of  the  supreme  authority  of 
the  Popes  is  the  action  of  Nicholas  in  regard  to 
Ignatius,  Patriarch  of  Constantinople.  This  latter 
had  been  banished  from  his  See  by  the  civil  power, 
and  Photius  appointed  in  his  stead.  Pope  Nicholas 
was  appealed  to  by  both  Ignatius  and  the  Emperor. 
The  latter  sought  the  Pope's  confirmation  of  Photius  ; 
the  former  his   own  vindication.      The    Pope   sent 


legates  to  Constantinople  to  enquire  and  to  report  to 
him  the  facts.  Tlie  delegates  were  cajoled  and 
intimidated  into  jcntiing  with  the  enemies  of  Ignatius  ; 
and  in  a  ('ouncil  of  310  Bishops  they  concurred  in  a 
sentence  of  deposition  against  him,  and  recognized 
I'hotius  as  Patriarch.  Notwithstanding  this,  so  fully 
was  the  power  and  justice  of  the  Pope  believed  in, 
that  Ignatius  ap])ealed  to  Nicholas  "as  the  Judge 
and  Patriarch  of  all  the  Sees,  tiie  Successor  of  the 
Prince  of  the  Apt)stles,  and  the  Universal  Pope." 
After  mature  examination  of  the  whole  subject  Pope 
Nicholas  disowned  and  annulled  the  action  of  his  dele- 
gates, whom  he  censured  and  deposed.  He  wrote  to 
the  Emperor  condemning  the  deposition  of  Ignatius; 
and  addressing  t  lie  Patiiarchs  of  Alexandria,  Antioch 
and  Jerusalem,  he  enjoined  on  .them  in  virtue  of  his 
"Apostolical  Authority  "  that  they  should  hold  the 
same  sentiments  as  he  held  regarding  Ignatius  and 
Photius. 

The  acknowledged  power,  and  privileges  and  all 
embracing  jurisdiction  of  Rome  is  a  great  and  tre- 
mendous fact.  It  confronts  us  on  every  page  of 
history;  and  whilst  men  may  refuse  to  recognize  its 
significance,  and  the  duty  of  subjection  it  implies,  no 
thoughtful  one  can  fail  to  be  impressed  by  its  exis- 
tence. History  shows  us  the  See  of  Rome  as  the 
acknowledged  seat  of  supreme  authority,  as  well  as 
the  centre  of  Christian  Unity.  What  it  was  in  the 
past,  that  it  is  to-day,  for  God's  promise  cannot  fail. 
Those  many  noble  souls  that  are  sighing  for  a  reunion 
of  Christendom  should  ponder  on  the  lessons  of  his- 
tory. There  can  be  no  unity  of  belief  or  action 
without  a  supreme  judicial  authority.  Our  Saviour 
desired  unity,— prayed  passionately  for  it  amongst 
those  who  should  believe  in  Him.  He  provided  for 
it  by  conferring  the  necessary  power  and  authority. 
Where  do  they  reside  ?     No  one  has  ever  claimed 
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such  power  and  authority  no  one  has  ever  been 
credited  with  them  except  the  Pope.  If  they  do  not 
reside  in  him  they  have  no  existence  on  eaith,  and 
unity  is  impossible.  But  not  only  does  the  Christian 
heart  long  for  unity  of  Faith  and  feel  its  possibility, 
but  our  Saviour's  Word  gives  a  firm  assurance  of  the 
necessary  provision  for  its  realization  :  "  And  I  say 
to  thee,  thou  art  Peter  and  upon  this  rock  I  will  build 
my  church  ;  and  the  gates  of  Hell  shall  not  prevail 
against  it ;  and  I  will  give  to  thee  the  keys  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Ifeaven.  And  whatsoever  thou  shalt 
bind  upon  earth  it  shall  be  bound  also  in  Heaven ; 
and  whatsoever  thou  shalt  loose  upon  earth  it 
shall  be  loosed  also  in  Heaven  (Math.  XVI— 18). 
These  words  make  manifest  the  indestructible  nature 
of  the  Church,  indicate  its  centre  of  unity,  and  justify 
the  rule  of  St.  Aml)rose  for  recognizing  it, — "  where 
Peter  is,  there  is  the  Church."  As  it  was  founded  on 
him  and  was  to  endure,  it  follows  that  now,  as  then, 
the  one  Supreme  test  of  Orthodoxy  is  Communion 
with  him  in  his  Successor  the  Pope. 

In  fulfilment  of  the  obligation  of  personally 
visiting  the  Apostolical  City  and  of  giving  an  account 
of  the  Religious  state  of  the  Diocese  to  the  visible 
Head  of  the  Church,  I  purpose  leaving  Halifax  on  tlie 
15th  instant,  and  shall  make  a  short  visit  to  the  Holy 
Land  as  well.  At  the  places  sanctified  by  the  foot- 
steps of  our  Saviour, — at  the  scenes  of  His  birth,  His 
hidden  life.  His  public  teaching,  His  passion  and 
death,  I  shall  not  fail  to  remember  you  all,  dearly 
Beloved,  in  my  prayers  and  in  the  Holy  Sacrifice  of 
the  Mass,  Then  when  kneeling  at  the  feet  of 
the  Common  Father  of  the  Faithful,  it  will  be  a  joy 
and  a  pride  to  tell  him  of  your  Holy  Faith,  your 
lively  Faith,  your  thorough  union  with,  and  sympathy 
for  him,  your  zeal  for  lieligion,  and  your  true  Chris- 
tian charity  as  manifested  by  your  ready  and  generous 


contril)utions  towards  all  mannfir  of  charitable  works. 
Through  me  will  be  offered  your  filial  love  and  venera- 
tion ;  your  expressions  of  devoted  loyalty  to  the 
l)erson  of  the  Pope,  and  your  hearty  acceptance  of 
his  directions  and  counsels  Thus  will  the  bond  of 
union  with  the  centre  of  unity  be  vivified  and  inten- 
sified, as  I  shall  bear  back  to  you  the  blessings  of  the 
Holy  Father,  and  his  loving  words  of  encourage- 
ment. 

But  whilst  the  Pope  still  lives  in  Rome,  and 
governs  with  the  same  Supreme  power  the  Universal 
Church,  he  is  practically  a  prisoner  in  his  own  palace. 
As  you  are  aware,  twenty-five  years  ago  last  Septem- 
ber, the  City  of  Kome  was  assaulted  by  a  hostile 
army  and  captured.  It  is  sad  to  think  that  many 
who  call  themselves  Christians,  and  who  claim  to  be 
just  in  their  dealings  with  otheis,  looked  with  indif- 
ference,— many,  indeed,  with  exultation — on  this  act 
of  gross  injustice,  simply  and  solely  because  the 
injured  party  was  the  Pope.  For  twenty-five  years 
the  spoilation  went  on,  and  men  as  blind  to  the  les- 
sons of  history  as  they  were  deaf  to  the  words  of 
Christ,  were  congratulating  themselves  on  the  final, 
as  they  thought,  overthrow  of  the  power  of  the  Pope. 
Latterly,  however,  only  the  wilfully  blind  fail  to  see 
the  enhanced  glory  of  the  Roman  Pontiff,  and  indu- 
bitable signs  that  the  question  of  his  temporal  power 
is  not  dead,  but  is  slowly  and  surely  forcing  itself  on 
the  attention  of  the  civilized  world.  Only  the  very 
shallow  can  doubt  the  final  solution  will  be  the 
restoration  of  independence  to  the  Head  of  Christen- 
dom. 

In  the  meantime  the  Holy  Father  is  dependent  on 
the  charity  of  his  children  throughout  the  world,  for 
the  means  necessary  to  carry  on  the  government  of 
the  Church. 

From  time  to  time  you  have  not  failed  to  con- 
tribute your  share  with  generous  alacrity.     You  will 
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not,  I  feel  sure,  be  less  open-handotl  now  in  your 
offerings,  which  I  shall  lay,  as  a  filial  tribute  from 
you,  at  his  feet.  No  words  of  exhortation  are 
required.  Loving  children  will  lovingly  snpply  a 
Father's  wants.  For  tiiis  purpose  a  collection  will  be 
taken  up  in  every  Church  of  the  Diocese  on  some 
Sunday  during  the  months  of  February  or  iMarcli,  the 
amount  of  which  must  be  sent  no  later  than  the  first 
of  April  to  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Moriarty,  St.  Mary's,  so 
that  it  may  be  forwarded  in  time  to  me  at  Rome. 

The  Very  Reverend  Consignor  Carmody,  V.  G., 
is  appointed  Administrator  of  the  Diocese  duiingour 
absence 

The  Regulations  for  Lent  are  the  same  as  last 
year.  You  will  please  remember,  dear  Brethren  of 
the  Clergy,  the  annual  collection  for  the  African  Mis- 
sions, as  well  as  the  one  for  the  Holy  Places. 

And  now,  dearly  Beloved,  we  commend  ourselves 
to  your  pious  prayers.  We  ask  this  charity  of  you 
that  you  would  beseech  the  Almighty  to  guard  and 
protect  us  by  sea  and  land,  and  give  us  a  safe  and 
prosperous  return.  To  this  end  the  prayer  "  Pro 
Perigrinantibus''  will  be  said  at  all  Masses  during 
our  absence,  when  permitted  by  the  Rubrics. 

The  Blessing  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with 
vou  all,  dear  Brethern. 

This  Pastoral  shall  be  read  in  every  Church  of 
the  Diocese  on  the  first  Sunday  after  its  reception 
that  the  Pastor  shall  officiate  therein. 

^  C.  O'BRIEN, 

Archbishop  of  Halifax. 
E.  F.  Murphy,  D.D., 

Secretary. 

Halifax. 
Feast  of  the  Purification,  1896. 


